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carpenter to someone who wanted a hut built. Nothing
came amiss to Abe. One year he grew a large crop of
potatoes, and having loaded them on a flat-bottomed
boat he sailed away down-river, selling them for a
respectable profit at the settlements he passed on the
way. This voyage led to another, for seeing how suc-
cessful Abraham had been, a trader named Denton
Offutt engaged him to help his son take a boat-load of
bacon to New Orleans. This meant a Voyage of 1800
miles by water down the Sangamon, Illinois and Missis-
sippi Rivers, and on the way the two young men were
attacked by a gang of robbers composed of escaped
Negro slaves. The thieves met with a rude shock, how-
ever. They had expected an easy capture, but instead
they suddenly found themselves assailed by a young
giant who wielded a club with such prodigious vigour
that within a few minutes the bruised and bleeding
rascals were in panic-stricken flight.

After this adventure the voyagers reached New
Orleans without further mishap, and there they sold
the bacon. In that city, too, Lincoln saw his first slave-
market, and the sight filled him with disgust and anger.
It was not right, he told himself, that human beings
should be treated thus, and especially was it wrong in a
country which by the words of its Constitution pro-
fessed to believe: That all men are created free and equal;
that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable
rights; that among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of
happiness. So Lincoln thought as he witnessed young
Negroes of both sexes being sold to the highest bidders
like so many cattle, and the scenes he witnessed that